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' plt to try their bands at things which, under other cir-
| cumstances, they would pever b.ve thought of. In il-

| lustration of this we mmay remark that Mr. C. I{. Sum-

- mersett, of this place, showed us this morning a leg that
he is about finishing for Mr. Prres . Swrre, a gal-
lant goldier who lost his own at Sbarpsburg. The leg

!is of the root of the cotton or pawpaw gum, is light,

 and ncatly jointed at the ankle, while the foot is accu-

| rately moulded, with a convepient spring at the “ball.”

| A soeket is made for the stump of the leg, which is
The
leather which laces

about eix iuches iu length below the knee joint.
| ocket is padded and enclored in
' arcund and ebove the knee.  The leg is further secured
' and supported by straps, which are sustained frem the
| slionlders and waist, we ruppose. It is a very veatly
'gotup effuir, and scems to us to be well planned and
liktly to prove ecrviceable ard convenient.

I'er weather gets no better very fast. We think it
| womld purz'e uny one to decide whether frecging, rain-
| ing, enowing or sleeting predominates this morning. It
|appearg to be a sort of mix ure of all three, and that

| mixture (s uppleasant in the ¢xtreme.
' el 2 gt S

(ORREsPONDRXTS.~= Ve have ou hand several com-—

. | munications, the appearance of which must depend

on circumstances. QOur wigh has been to publlsh notk-
 ing calculat.d to produce personal controversy, even in
|onr advertising columus. Such has been our course,
|and =uch will continue to be our course ; but, at the
j‘am:‘: lime, occasions mey erise where the interests of
truth and pablic justice must take precedeuce, and can—
not be sacrificed even to the private feelings of individ—
uils. *The communpications to which we allude may
réquire to be published on such an oceasion, of the oc-
carrence of which we must be allowed to judge.

From tbe Liverpool (Eng.,) Mercury.
TUNI0i OR CORQUEST,

Its not oftca that we find ourselves egreciog with
(zen. Butler, bat there is much ot force and good sense
in some remarks which be lately addressed to a meet-
ing of the Upion State ILeague of Massachusetts,
and which we commend to the grave consideration

all friecds of constittutional freedom on eith-
ereide of the Adtlantic. Geperal Butler is suoffi
ciently clear-headed to perceive the hopeless impossi-
bility of the war between North and Sopth ending in
a restoration oi the old Federal Union, aud he argues
the matter in a way which must, we thick, carry con-
viction to all minds capable of a moment's serivus re-
lection. A member of Mr. Lincelu’s Cabinet (Post.
muster Blair) baviog receotly expressed the opinion
that “the rebel commonwealths, on throwing down
their arms, should be received into the Union with an-
impaired rights, and with their local iostitutions,”
Geperal Butler poiots cut that this is a simple absardi-
ty. It is preposterous to tulk of re-admitting the Con
federate States into the Union, even if tuey wished to
be re-admitted, for the obvious 1eason that they would
return with views, purposes, interests, and passions
wholly incompatible with the discharge of ths duties
incident to the federal relation. 1tis absolutely certain
tbat they would be restless, dissatisficd, and disloyal
members of the federation, which they would oaly have
re-ectered on compuigion ; whereas it is of the very
essence of the federal systcm that the scveral States
composing it should co-operate willingly and in good
faith for a ccmmon end. Lhe free and unfettered exer-
cise of popular franchises is the very hie and soul of a
rcpublican confederation ; yet how fs it possible to en-

[}
L

| trust the * rebel commonwealths '’ with powers which

would infallibly be employed, on the very first aceasion,
to the detriment of their federal alliea? General Bat-
ler gives a couple of well-chosen illustrations of a posi-
tion which is really too plain to need any illastra-
tion whatever. * II,"" be sensibly asks, *“ the Coniede-
rate States were readmitted, and their representatives
took their seats in Congress, belore some radical change
were el zeted, what guarantee weuld there be that the
Federal natioval debt would not be repudiated, or made
to stand upon the alternative that the Confederate debt
must likewise be vaid?” Nothiog couid be more to
the purpese than this pertinent saggestion. Ol course
the Scuthern members of a restored Uongress would
vole 1o a man against any and every echeme of taxa.
tion suddlivg them and their constituects with the costs
¢f their own subjugation, except on the absurdly im-
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possible hypotbesws that Northern members would re-
ciprocate the coartesy by eharing the expense of a
“ wicked acd uonatural rebellion.” Nothing could en-
able the restored Union to live through the first session
gl & frecly elected Congress, unless it were agrecd at the
ouset to wipe out the war liabilities of Norih and South
alike. Again, there is the insurmouutable difliculty of
the Presidential elections. How is it conceivable that
North and South could ever agree in the choice of a
President, unless the Northern majority would once
more submit, as of old, to Southern dictation? ¢ The
rebel States must be regarded as destroyed, or it would
be almost Mupossible to chooge another President, since
po candidate likely to be seclected would re eive such
a support in the North &8 to give him a msjority of
the whole Electerul Ccllege corstitated of all the
States, both loyal und rebel.” ‘I'be concluzion is irev-
itable, ard Geuperal Butler fearlessly faces it. There
can be uo restoration’ of the old Union ol co-
equal  cemmonwealths. 1f  North  aod  Soatn
are c¢ver again to  coexist in  one political
systom, a “‘radical ebange must be tficcted in tae.r ma-
tual relations, and we are not left in doubt us to what
that change must be. The North must be master and
the South must be servant. ‘I'he seceded States must
ne “regarded as destroyed,” leaving nothing behind
tbem but 20 much *“territory” to b2 held and governed
as a conquered dependency. For the South there must
hienceforth be no representation in Congress, no share
in the election of Pres:dents, no State rights, no voice
io the levying and disbursement of i3 own taxes, no
popular franchises of any sort. lis govercment must
pe administered by Northern military pro-consuls, its
pecple beld down 1n subjection by Norlbern armies.—
I'his, and not aoy idle drecam ol reuaion, is hencefor-
ward the only intelligible obj.ct of the war which is to
be tonght cut “to the bitter end.”

| 0 d:spassionate observers of ilie course ol events in
American there is, of ccurse, notbing new 1n all this —
t be couclusion which Geperal Batler 80 | g ically #tates
and su coussgeously accepts bas long boeu tueniar to
peliticias who have refused to be blinded vy uuinean—
ing phrases. From tbe first it hae been evideat to 1au-
partial bystupders that tue alterpative was not separa—
tion or rc-union, but sepuration or sahjugation. Sep-
aration is conceivable and poesible; subjugation is con-
€1v ble, though it is doubtful whether it be possible;
but re-uvion by force of armas, the compulsory re-estab
lishmeut ol an essentially voluntary pact, is neither pos-
sible nor conceivable.

Now that this truth, or rather truigm, is forcing it-
st oo mtn's minds and 1i:1(]in_: open atterance, it may
be Loped that the friends of coustitutional law ani lib-
erly 1n both Lemispberes will very seri- asly consider ihe
practical bearings of a confl'ct which misplaced sywpa-
thies bave perhaps contribated to embitter snd pro‘ong.
What the Northern Federation is really (it unconscions-
ly) fighting for is the creation of a vast Poland or Ve-
tetia, to be subdued and anvexed by military violence
and Leld in subjection by military terrorism. It isex-
ccedingly quesuionable, to say the lenst, whether the
entlerpiise 18 practicable ; but there cao be no questiou
whatever that, if practicable, its successful accomplish-
ment would be the mest gricvous calamity that could
betall the victors. It is mot given to any peaple to en-
joy the luxury of ruling an alien and hostile dependen
ey, espeeially on its own frontier, by armed force, with-
out suffering a fatal reaction on its own domsstic liber-
ties. 'I'he babiinal exercise of unprestrained ard arbi-
trary power over & neighboaring—aove all, 8 kindred
— ¢ mmaunity is the very worst imaginable trainicg for
the citys:ps of a free and self-goverued commonwealth.
A pation which hes learned to- govern by the sword,
'and to admire government by the sword, i3 already more
| thau hali prepared to'ergure at home the military des
potism which it practises abroad. - The generals and
the soldiers who are to repress disaffection in South
Carolina and Alabama will be very dangerous citizzos
{or Maossachusetts ; and it were vain to hope that the

civil and political franchise which are systcmatically
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Necessity is the mother of iuvention and causes peo | scorned, hated, and trampled down on one side of a |
river or mountain ridge will be long held sacred on the
1f babeas corpus, trial by jary, freedom of the
of

other.
press, freedom of public meeting, freedom
the vote, are to be interdicted to tbe re
bellions and  snbjugated  South, it is  bat
too certain that they wil be beld, if beid at all, oo a
most precarious teuure by the victorious North. ‘The
same political passions and the same political necessi-
ties which impel th: Northern Federation to rule the
recaicitraut South by armed force and terror will
also impel & dominant Nortbern majority to
coerce and terrorize a troublesome mioority of
ite own cit'zene at home. We have already seen some-
thing of thisy but the occasional invasions of legal
right which aathority or mob violence may perpetrate
in the first months of a fierce civil strife, arc as pothing
compared with that bardened iodifference to law and
liberty which com<s with the hzbitual and systematic
exercise of arbitrary power. A very few years of the
rezime which the pecessities of conquest would com-
pel tbe North to impose upoa the South—a regime ol
enormous armies of occupation, supported by
forced military contributiocs from a subjected

territory, and commanded by generals knowing no
law but their own will--woald, it may be feared, leave lit-
tle remaining of that reverence for coustitutions! freedom
and civic right which ig the ouly reliable gaarantee of a
nation’s liberties. This is the justification—f any jus

tification be needed—of those friends of freedem who
refuse their sympathies to the authors and abettors of
the present disastrcus war. It is in the interests of the
North po less thanof the South—rather it is in the com-
mon interesis of bumanity, civilization, and progress—

that we deprecate the indefinite prolongation of a cou-
flict which has no intelligible aiwm of objsct bat to make
one naticn a despot over another.

“PusiseMeNt By Fiee."—The New York Dally
News under this head, editorializ:s on the burning ol
bonsce on the Misissippi river to punish the people

TON. N.
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Reports of the

Press Associntion.

Entered according to the Actof Congress, in the year 1863,
by J. B. THRASHER, in the (lerk’s Cffice of the District
Court of the Confederate Btates ler the Northero District
of Georgia.
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NORTHERN DATE:—FROM WESTERN VIRGINIA -
FROM OCHATTANDUGA —RYAST BUTLsR—FROH
MFXICO.

PETERSBUCRG, VA., Jan. 6th, 1764,
The New York Harald, of the 31st ult. has b2en received.
No news frum the army of the Potocmac or from Charles-
t o
TLe news from Western Virginia is dated Dec. 30th.—
Gen. Kelly had i: formation shat Gen. Early, with nine thou-

Rosser han sevea hundred and Imbod-n fifteen bundred.—
Ealiivan has retoroed to Harper's Ferry with oue handred
prisoners and ti:e pame number of herses. Kclly statesthat
he has cap'ured in all over four hundred horses and 2 large
amount of property.

Gen. Thomas dispatches from Chattanooga om Wedaes-
day, stats that a rebel forca under Wheeler had captored
a Federal train on the 26th, bousd to Kuoxville, at Char-
leston, bat Col. Long pursued and defeated Wheeler, cap-
tariog cver ope handred priscoers.

Butler sneers ar the threat held cut in Davis' proclama-
ticn sgainst himself and officers, snd declares that if a hair
ol one of his officers or soldiors be iujared, except in jast
warfare, the day that it isa done shall ba one of sorrow and |
mourning for sll men included in the Cos{cderate Mates. —
Butler toinks there is but ore way to me® tlis new etate
of the siege. and thas i3 by the sternest retaliation. He
says the Federal goveroment haviosg exkausted every form
of appeal, there is no'hing left but to suthorize that a suf-
ficient nurmber of rebel (fMicers be placed under such keep-
ing and put upom euch diet, rs shall in a'l respecte corres. |
pocrd to the treatment as to eluthing, fiod, and fuel, that

for the firing on s'eainers by guerrillus, and closas by
saying :

“Buch worse tnan vasdal acts, reither deter the guer-
rillers, nor do they strengthen the attachment to the
Government. These roving bands bave no property-on
the river to lose ; and every hounse fired by Fuderal sol-
diers swelis their ravks with bold and desperate men,
filled with revenge against those who have buried their
bomes and turned their wives and little oues on the cold
charity ef the world, without a roof to cover them.”
“If this war is to crntinue—if brother is to still meet
brother, and father meet gon in deadly strife and in
blood and carnage, with their attendant train of horrors,
in heaven’s name let ms be epared the rocitul of any
more of this Indian mode of warfare, againet women
acd children, forced te leave their burning dwellings and
their path lighted by a midnight couflagration of their
own homes. Such warfare 18 bepeath that of a civiii-
zed nation—i3 fitter for fiends than for men. ‘T'be Mis-
sissippi, from Cairo down, is now almost a desert waste.
Fire and sword have done their work. Those who
took an active part in the rebellion left for the interior,
and it was only those who still bave confidence in Pre-
sident Lincoln’s first message, and fhe declaratiou of
Congress. in the passage by an ‘almost unanimous vote
of the Crittenden resolution, that remained, acd they
have since realiged tbat Abolition promises are, as if
written upon water--made but to be broken.”

Tae New Artroryey GENERAL.—The Petersbarz
Register gives the following briel sketch of the career
of Hon. George Davis, the new Attorpey General :

Mr. Davis bhas never been widely known as a pub-
lic man. A politictan, in the party sense of the word,
he never was. Ile 1s sbout 45 years of age, and a
mon of fine presence and deportment, and respected
and beloved wherever be is known. Blessed witl a
high order of mind, he has cultivated it assiduously,
and has attained high rank, not only as a lawyer, bat
as a man of varied literary acquirements. Prior to
the troubles whick culminated in Lincoln’s ¢lection, he
was a consistent member of the Whig party, and
up to February, 1861, abided by the *“ Union.”
The Legislature of North Carolina, then = ani-
mafed by the true patriotic feeling, and throw-
ing aside all mere party predilections, st a
commission to the Peace Coagress, and of this commis-
gion Mr. Davis was a member. Learning from the re.
gult of that mission, undertaken for purposes of an
honorable and satisfactory settlement of our difficulties
with the North, how impossible it was for the South
longer to live in amity and honor in a Governmental
union with the North, he retarned to his home at Wil-
mington, ond bade his countrymen prepare for the ftrug-
gle which be saw was at band, and not to be averted,
except by a slavish abandonment of all our .ights. 1n
a like spirit of an abandonment of old party predileo-
tions, Mr. Davis was elecied a Senater of the Confede-
rate Qongress, at the'same time that the Hon. Wm. T.
Dorteb, an old Democrat, was elected. Mr. Davis
“ drew "’ the'short term, and Mr. Dortch the long term.
The above is a succinet history of the brief public
carcer of the new Attorney General, than whom a man
more pure and better qualified for the post l.ves not in
the Confederacy.

Marrying Under DUllcnliica=—=-The Hloury Moon
Badly Interrupted.

The Memphis Balletin publishes the [ollowing :

Not long since a Confederate soldier retarned from
the wars to his home near the State line dividing Ken=
tucky and Ten.essee. The first business he attended to
was that of marrying the girl he bad left behind when
he fira® started out to seek the buuble repuation at the
cappon’s mouth. A large party was gotien mp by the
bride’s family, avd a man who was conc:duld to'be a
jaetioe of the peace, becouse he had held the offize for
twenty years before this erucl war bad commerced, per-
formed the ceremony that united two loving tiearts
that had bat a single thought,

A fter theee rites had been observed, there was a feast
of hog aund bominy, roast turkey, pumpkia pies, ete.,
and several gallons of forty rod whisky to be discussed
In the conrse of human events the newly wedded pair
were pat to bed, according to the custom still in vogue
among the rural population.

They had scurcely began to realiz: the “ sitgation ™
belcre there waa a great rattling at thoir chamnber door,
acd an imperative demand for then to aiis-.  Some
prying pzop'e had just dizcovered that the ma citirate
was not a regularly elected cficor and was not » justicc
at aill.  Alarm tovk them all, aud another justice wus l
g-ut for who iived some miles d stan!l.  Belore midunignt
the koot was tied again and the auxious coupiv were
guffercd 10 retire for the sec nd time

i he first contretempts was discussed freely by those
wio hiad not gooe bome, sud Lthe vaiious contivgencics
of the matter iuvestigated thoroughly. All at once it
was found out that the last justice lived in Kaintuck,
while the ceremory bad been performed just over the
line in Teunessee. [I'here was a burried rush up stairs,
and another arousing of the bride aud groom. ‘They
came down stairs somewhat dissatisfied with the tarn
matters had taken, and then the whole party weat down
the road three quarters of a miile till they got into the
Htate where thu squire lived, and there the weddiog
rites were performed for the third time. The bride's
mother, not saticfiad with all this comedy of errors, hud
gome time before d+spatched a swift imesseoger for a
stated preacher, and when they got back to the pater—
nal mansion, to make all things sale, the kuot was tied
for the fcurth timz by the mas of God. By thia time
the first ghimpse of daylight was sir.aking the castero
sky.

Wearied ont by the exp ricnees and anxieties of the
pight, they were at last suffored to retice in peace. Halt
au hour had not elapsed before there was aunother con-
fusion in the howses A thundering koock at the cham-
ber door of the young cuuple ma<ette groom thorough-
ly mad. He told whoever 1t was tbat it was “too late,”
and swore he would not get up agaio for all the mis~
takse in the worid. He would whip the ficst maa that
disturbed him again, be dida’t care who it was. A gnff
d-m=nd to open the door if he. did not wish to bave it
beaten down, and the rattle of a musket decided bim
to submit once mere to the imposition.

On opening the portal, he was confronted by a Fede-
ral scldier, and the words * you are my prisoner, ecmn
a'ong with me."”

Vaioly did he plead to have the privilege of giving
bail for his appearance, and all bis cilers of bribes were
as uscieas as the id'e wind. ‘T'he officer charged with
toe arrest was inexorable, and now the chap 18 spendiug
his sbare of the hooey-moon at Celumbia, in the gpuurd
house, while the disconsolate maid, bis bride, weeps fcr
| him at home.

the wretched Unpion men receive inthe stenchy houses of
the rebel oapital :

Gold in New Yok, on the 30 h was quoted at 151 to 133,
Mexicn City d.tes to the 7:h of De ember have been re-
ceived. The French troous entered Morclia on the 30 h
Nov. Gen. Baziive Lad 12 00) Freach troeps at Caliega,
aod Gen. Donai was at Falamaocs. [t is stated that the
Governments of Hollaod aud Epain have recegnizsd tha
new Mexican Government.

CONFEDERATE COXGRESS,
Ricusoxp, Jan. 6 1804,

A nicst important measuie was presented to ths Scuos'e
to day by Mr. Phelan, of Missis<ippi, being « bill tosaspend |
the wiit of habeas corpui in all cases involving the execo-
tion of the law pazsed rec. ntly to put men into the service
who have furnished Bubstitutes. The bill waa not read,
but immediately transferred to the kecret calendar, 8o that
its provi-ions are unkpown. The Becuate soon weut into
secret Bes.ion to consider it. The Senate adopted a reso-
lutien instructivg the Military Committes to enguire into
the exped.ency of reforming the prescnt system of enroll-
meuts, particnlariy us to the clggs of persons or officers ap-
peinted to serve as enreliing officers ; to limit the lexgth of
time they shall be allowed to serve in the same disuicts;
to establish inspectors ¢f enrolling disiricta ; and to limit
the nuomber of men earolling officers ghall have a: a Provost
Guaard.

Iu the House tha bill to repeal existing and regulat- fo-
ture exemptions, which the Military Committee reported
on Monday, was discussed till the House went into secret
session on the tax and currency bilis. An important ad-
drees from the Presidents of two Rail Roads was laid on
deeks of the mcmmbers this mornicg in relation to the bill to
mepeal exemptions, setting forth that it was imposeible to
keep the roads runcing without retaining all the mechan-
ics and skilled emsployees now in the country, and holding
out every inducement to get all we can; and that General
Grant, appreciating the importance of breaking down our
Railroad transportstion a4 the most effective method of
weakening our army, had already enticed a conriderable
number of skillful Bailroad Mechanics from Atlanta to
Memphis. The address conclodes by asking Congress to
let not blind zeal for iacreacing the numbers of the army,
or the prejulice agxainst Rallroad Companies, who were the
first to sustain the Government by transportiog at half ratcs
and reeeiviog the notes and bonds when they hod no mar:
ket value, precipitate the couotry and armies iuto irre-
tricvable disast.ra. A bill to relieve farmers from the tex
on cotton burned by order of the commanders of the
armies weas presonted and referred. ‘The President has ve-
toed the bill appropriating two willions of cellars to clothe
the Kentucky trocps. »

Journa

84nd rebels, was between New Market and Mouat Jackson; |
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| avoid milliary servica, shall be held to have chosan to take

gides against us in the war, and declared to be alien cne.
mies, and all their property ard ciedits subject to seques-
tration, and all deeds of ceavevance mad - by persons szek-
| ing to avoid military daty shall be declared fraudolent and
[void. Both bilis were referred tothe Judiciary Committee.
| The Speciul Committee appointad last sessicn reported
this morning, recommanding Copgre.s to make a contract
with skillful reporters to report the debates of Congress.
After transacting matters of minor importarce the Benate
went into sccret session.

One of the city papers this morniog intimated that a
member of Coogress had vouched for and obtalued pass-
porte for three persona to go to Northamberiand county,
which ia beyond the Coxfedarate lines, and had received
one thousand dollars from esch for procnrng the pass-
| ports, knowing that they intended fo leave the Confedera-
¢y; and that ssid member, moreover, has been directly aid-
Irg cur enemies, The House adopied a resolution that the
Speaker appoint a committes of threo to favestigate the
matter.

The Heuse passcd a billapproariaticg one haudred theus-
and dollars for the relief of the herckee Indians who have
adhered to the Bouth. They aro represented as driven
from their homes, with their familica, all their property
lost, and in great distress.

The 5ill passed by the Benate, declaring farmers not to
be required to pay ope-teuth of their straw, shucks, &c.,
was referrcd to the currengy committee.

A resclution to mcet to-morrow, at 10 o'clock, waa

adopted,
The bill to pluce in tire military service citizens of Mary-
land, aud asy other Biates or ferritorics of the United
Btates, or other foreign pations, wastaken up svd discassed
till the House arnived to go iuto sscret sessicn. No action
was taken.

|
|

FROM BICHMOND,
iicnuonp, Jan, Tth, 1854,
Taomora of changes 1o tho War Department are without
foundation. Several persous have beon arrested for ren-
dering false returne of sales to the Ccenfederate Asaessor,

have been taken to detect sjmilar frauds, spd bring the
guilty parties to jnitice,

The train from Danviile, with Gen. Morgan, is expected
to-night ahout ten o’clock. A public reception will take
place tu-morrow at the City Hall

FROM COHARLESTON.
CuARLESTON, Jan. Tth, 18364,
All qoiet this morning. No firing to-day. It Las been
raimng incessantly, aud the weather is very cold.
FaOM TENNESSEE.
LussgnviLLg, Tena., Jan. 7, 1504.
Owirg to the cold weather everything is quiet in front.—
The maiu body of the encmy rcmainin and around Knox-
ville. Gen. Grant visiled Knoxville recently, and made a
apeech to the troopa. It is reported that some of the ene-
my re-enlisfed woader the old officers, with the bounty of
#4008 and land warrants located in East Tenneageo.

— il
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1o the Senate and House of Representalives
of the Confederate Slales :

The propositions pending before the Iouses of Con-
gress at it8 present session, to comscribe for military
service the mechanics, agcuta and*employees of Rail-
road Companies without exception, will, if executed,
ihevitably produce consequcnces which must prove
most disastrous to the military operations of the Con-
federacy. Itis well known to all persons tolerably
well iutormed on such subjects, that from the com-—
mencement of this war, the supply of mechanics in the
Confederate States have been wholly inadcguate to the
wants of the country, even for military purposes. A
large portion of the mechunics in the Scuthern Statcs
—probably much the larger portion of them—were al-
ways Northern men by birth and edocation.—
Ot theee very  great numbers, on the
breaking cut of the war, at once returned to the
Northern States, leaving still further destitate of me-
chanical labor and ekill the Scuthern States, who, even
with their aid had imported so much the largest por-
tion of the machinery and mechanical products used by
it from the Nortbern States. Few can be wholly ig-
norant of the fact that, throughout this war, the great-
est difficuitiecs with which our armics have had to
contead, bave resulted from the total want, or inade-
quate supply of the products of mechanical sgkill and
labor, and of the means of rapid acd efficient transpor-
tation. Iewer sll are aware of the extent to which

FROM LENNESBEE.

BU#SBLLLILLE, January 6th, 1864,

The f;hting last week waa*atmr with cavalry on
our side. Colonel Crows, of X an’s Division, attacked
the epemy mnear Dandiidge, and csptured & battery with
the exception of une gun, which was afterwards recap-
tored; but the enemy were driven back to their er'rench-
ments at Mossy Creek.
Mejor Ball, of the 10th Georgis, wus killed in iLe engage-

those difficulties have been felt, and of their effect upon
mlitary operations, It is scarcely any exaggeration to
eay, that one good axd efficient mechanic or experienced
Railroad officer or agent i3 worth to our armies a pla-
toon, if not a company of soldiers. How many admira:
ble plans have [ailed—how muny campaigns have been
lost, for want of adcquate supplies of clothing, amma-
nition, railroad machbinery and means of trapsportation.
Bat the ccuatry is now menaced with a furtber deple-
tion of these neccasary clagsea of labor by an attempt
to trepsfer men to the ranks who are ten-fold more

ment on the 29th.

Ceneral Martis's eutire cavalry attacked a superior force
of the enemy at Talbot's Btation, avd after a stubbiornge- |
sistance, dreve them back four miles, when they were re-
intorced by a divizion of infautry, and drove Martin back
with considerable loss. The enemy remsivs at’ Mossy
Creek, strongly entienched., Qur loss 120

1he railroad will be io roocicg order to Bristol iz a few
days. ‘The weather is cold, with some sucw.

SALE OF BONDS, BTOCKS, &0.
Ricamoxp, Jepusry 6Lh, 1504,

At auction to-day Coufedera'e eizht por ceuots., duoe in
18:9-"81, brought 118 surd 113, Only «mull amounts wers
sold. Coupon bouds, of the 6fteen million loan, (&3 to
185 ; regiastered 147 to 148 Virginia registered bonds, 241;
sterling exehauge. 2 000 ; silver coin, 125,

A snow stormu commenced here this moroing, and suow
has been falling &ll day. :

FLOM NGLRTHEBN VIRGIKIA.

Oraxor C. H., Jan. oth, 1864.
Mosby, with a portionu of Lis battalion, came up with a
s¢oii.g party of the epem~, consisling ol gome seventy-
five men f.om the brst Sl i hatealion, nrder Captain
Hun reer Rectortew star’'s day. A sharp
fight ensued, iu whoel the enem, lost five killed and nine
W Maiy’s lusy wiap two killed and three wonnd-
ed  dusby captored three non-commissioned offizers and
thirty-scven privates, with their arms, equipmeunts and
horses. The rest of the pnrty escaped. 'Thoe prizouers
are en roufs for Richmoud.
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CAPTURE OF YANKSEN,

ABI¥GDON, YA., Jan. Tth, 15 4
(Yen. Wm. E. Jones captured on Sunday last, near Joues-
ville, L.ea c: usty, Va., a faw over fuur hundred of the Yan-
k#o force that has bheen invegting that couaty. We captured
three picces of astillery, eid their wagons, horses and mules
His loss was five kil'ed apd tweive wonndod.

PRIY NORTHERN VIRGINIA.
Orarage C. H., Va,, Jan. Sih, 1664,

The 4ih Virginia Cavalry surprised the infantry picket ol
the en-ay near Eid rado, Culpeper Qo., on Tuesday pight,
captusing threa of them. Large nambers of the three
years inco, in che Yorkee army, a'e re-enlisting for the
war, Teeeivipg inevery iustsove » lurgs bonoty aod thirty-
five d:ys carlough. The enemy wiil preserve their ¢li
orgavization intact., The weather I3 bitter cold, the Lher-
moms=ter heing eight degrens above zero.

CONFEDERATE CUNGRRESS,
RicaMinD, January Tiuh, 1864,

| able extent this cliort will cartagily fudl.

useful to the army where they are. To a very congider-
't'hese men,
whether natives of the North, ot the South, or of
Kurope, fel that their services zre of ten-fold more
value to the arwy in the pogiticns they occupy, than
they would be iu the army ; and that, having for s
reason bren beretofore by the Goverument cxempted
from militury gervice, tley bave lost the advantage they
would ptherwise have had by an earher ephistment, in
selecting their azsociales in wrms, and in cpportunities
lor pr;m'.‘otion and commarnd, and must now be thrust
as privates, into any service which the Government may
assign to them. Never to have been exempted maoy
esteem a lees hardsiip.  IpBuenced by considerations
such gs these, many ot these men will leave the conntry,
rather thun be exposed to the excrcise of what they so
deeply feel to be un nuwise, unnceessary, and to thcm,
unjust measure. Nor cun their exodus be prevented
by apy precautions which our authorities can take.—
Our frountier is teo cxtensive to be eflectnally gourded
by sny police or picket force"which can be employed,

&1

{ 80 a8 1o prevent tie cscape of one cut of ten attempting

it. Daily experienes proves this.  These men are ep-
cumbered with hitue property,and that they would re-
cretly convert inty epecie, producing a further injary to
the country by its ¢aportation. Al this has been done
already by a very covsiderable namber o' mechsnics ip
the Coulederacy. Every encouragement and facility
bas been snd will be exteuded te them vy the enemy,
who knuw bui tov well, bowever blind tc the important
tact our own uuthorities may be, that taey icflic: apon
the Confederacy the most vital blow, by depriving it of
any of 1ts me chunical foree. Gen. Grant is said o have
shown his appreciation ol tins efficiest means ol weak-
ening our army, by eaticiag {rom Atlsnta or Momptug
a eunsiderable number of valuable and skilinl mechanies.
oo fac lrom resawto.g,a wise and sate policy would
expand the seope of ex-wptions of moeckanies and rail-
road men cusunersuratoiy with the extension of the
copseripticn. Wkhen e cougeription was most limited,
it was scarcsly posstale 10 obtain » eullicient number of
men to conduct elliciestiy vur roilroads, which are 89
easenpial to our muitary succe:s. How then ean they
be puSE!hly prucured, woen ibe L"Ju.:r.'l'i;atiwh i3 extended |
over el tucse, who had been with great diflicuity ob-
tuined without the pale of the former couseription.

It is the idle dresm of theurists aud declaimers to
| snbetitnte disab'ed soldiers or others incapable of mili-
tary service for men (ducated for, and employed in,
these pursuils. -’Lbe simpicsl ol them teqaires far more
pecuilar skill and exporience than the inexprrienced can
be made to uudersisud. And potuing is more ceriain
than that men untit fur military service, are wholly uofit
for the employmint ou ratireads.  Aclual experieunce
has vstablished this Leyond doubt. Tais bliad zeal to

Measnres to prevent the escspe from the Confederacy of
those who haye buretofore be2n exsmut from seivice by
having furpi Led subati oes, or otherwise, and toadd lazge
numbers of this class ti the army, are n~wreceiving a large
share of atton ionin Coogress. Ia addlition te tha bill pre-
sented 1o the ~enate :es erday by Wr Phelsn to suspend
the Habeas Corpus in all substitate cosss, the same Benator
to-day presented a biil declaring that all persons liable to
military s.rvice, who shall vo'gatarily depart the ccuotry
without the writtsu permission of the President, will be
held irable in pe son aand property ia all respecta to the
laws iu-eirtion 1o alien enamivs

Mr. deury, of Tonnes:ee, introduced a similar bill, which
| provides that all persons liable to military duty, who shall
| absoond the country, or go beyoud the enemy’s lines, to

put every male in th: urmy can oaly increasz the pum

ber to be ted, armed and clothed, while it destroys the
ouly resources for transporting troops, food, arms or
clothea for them—nlready inadegnate for the armies of
the fizld. At this time, with ihe existing laws and
military regulations, the efliciency and capacity of every
railroad in the Contederacy 18 very greatly diminished
for want of enitable men to operate ard keep them in
repair. The cmployment of incxperiencrd men pro-
duces coxnfasion, and wauitiplies collisions aud az-
cidents, while the waat of mechanics keeps a large
portion of machmnery aud car3 useies lor want of
repairs. Teke any coosideradle Stamner of the rail--
road employees remainiog, aod the operations of the
railroads MUsT CEase. Let the Government undertake
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TERMS OF ADVERWISING,

1 square, of 10 lines or less, for each and evary la.
sertion, $2.

Special Notices will be charged #2 por square for eaoch
and every insertion.

All Obituaries and private publications of eyery charao-
ter, are eharged as advertisements.

A& No advertisement, roflecting opon private character
can, under ANY CIBCUMSTANCESR, be admitted.

to carry them on with disabled soldiers, hoys or old
men, without experience or gkill, snd but a fow montta
or wecks will euffice to show the last train run on the
last railroad in the Confedersey. No agencics hava
been more efficient and necessary in carrying on this
war than the railroad companics. Adopt the masures
proposed, snd not only will you inilict widespread lo=s
on stockbolders, (many of thcém eoldiers in the army,)
but you put en end to railroad transportation. What
substituie for it can behad ? It requires ope thousand
wagcens-and drivors, and four thousand horses, to trans-
port ia five days what a Railroad train can in ope, or
five times that number to do it ove day. Where are
these to come from, when encugh for the other wants
of the army cannpot be had ?

With those best acquaicted with the condition end
reccurces of our Railroads, including the officers of pov-
ernment baving epeciai charpe of | Railroad transporta-
tion, it has been long a rabject of most auxious congid-
eration by what means these agenciescan be maintaio-
ed in cperation with every fostering care and aid which
the Goversment can bestow on them ; and all are op-
preescd with the apprebension that pot a few of them
must be abandoned with each suceesaive vear of this war.
What then must be the result,and bow socn must it oc-
cur, when the Government, instead of fostering, still
farther  cripples  eod  destroys  them ? Already
the dovernment bas Barecau of the War
Department superintending Railroad transportation,—
Let the officers of that Dureau be copsulted as to the
effect of the proposed measurcs. They are impartial,
and they are informed on this subject. DBut let not a
blicd zeal for swelling the uumbera of the army, or a
prejudice against Railroad eompanics, {who were the
first 10 susiain this Government by oflering o perform
its 1ru_u9pc-rmiif)n at Lulf rates of toll, and receive pay-
ment in Government boods and notea when they Lad
No market value,) precipitate the country aud its armics
into irretrievable disaster.

P. V. DANIEL, Jr., Pres.
CHARLLES LLLIS, Pres,
The und d endorse fully the foregoing address
to Congress, believing the statements set forth therein
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aad others have fled to aveid prosecation. kilicient steps | to be fucts, our experience fully demonstraticg them to

be su. 5. . WALLACE,
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Pres’t W. & M. I, I8,
HENRY M. DRANE,

Gen'l Sup’t. W, & M. 1L, 3.
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From the Lynchburg It publican.
A« POEM"

Buggested by the recent law calling for mien who have

unfortaoately put in substitutes—Kespeotfally, Piously

Tearfully and Sympathetically dedicated to all concerned

with a hope that it may asswt them muchiy Ly !
THE ACTHOR—OLD SOLDIKR,

Oh weep not, conseript, weap not,

Oid Jefl has called for thee,

A soldier Congress makes goun,

A soldier you must be.

Msake up your mind

To stand o line,

And quake not at the Yanks

To shoot your gun

And call it fun,

And tor life return your than! s,

OUORU N,
Then weep not, conseript, woep not, !
Qld Jetl has called for thee,

A goldier Congress makes yon,

A poldier you must be,

O weep not, couscript, weep uot,
If rations ehould be gcarce,

'Tin said an ompty stunn

Will make you donbly fierce.
Then eat your cruoat,

Y our bay’'not thrust

Through every Yankee heart,

And if unhurt,

Yeur gal will #it

At homo ard ca!l yon smuct,

O weep not, corsnript, weep not,
When marching throogh the mud,
'Tia better fur 1 tell you

Than spilling your lifc'e blood.
Then march alung

And sing this song

And cuss the Yauks now and the
And when you camp

Just take a tramp

And steal a pig or ben.

L,

0 weep not, consecript, weep not,
You're battling for the right.

Now conscript let ma tell you
Don't scrateh them wien you bile,
Bat jerk your shirt

Off with & tlirt

And catch them as they run,
‘Then with your pull

The bugs aesail

And murch them ons by one,

From the Salisbary Watchman.|
Almost every cditorial paragrah in the Daily Pro-

gress, pow a day: eloges with a contemptuous sneer
either at the Confederate Government, Confederate of-
ficials, or other Confedura
the sacred daty of citizens to cherish.
murder is committed at Richmond, wa are told that
until #ecession was asecompli
tbe cepitol of the Confudcrate Government, that city
wag a maodel of good morals.
his efleets and bribes a rascally offieial to et him eroes
the lipes sud take rofoge 1o the e my'a conntry with
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¢ interests which it should be
If a robbery or
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and Rlichmond became

It a ruseal gathera up
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jig il ;“j'-_"f.‘ll ,"’U!'E, reminded that these are shi
{liciuls 'who commnand u: to fast and pray, und zufler a
ittle while longer and we shall be ind i‘-l'? dent. If o
S13.000 a year, it 18 bocun™
from IRichmond, whi Con-
and whero, ol course, it is up-
the same pilace hircg for onl
that he hopes
war, that * the qustitation’ will
And thus con, to the end of almost every pa-
er 1ssucd from the Progrees office.  And what cau be
he object of this conrse? It seers to us the inevita
ole ¢ffect ol it must be (p discourage the bearts and r
ax Lbe arms ol vur people.  Job nover was troable
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Papensive Undertekings.
The New York Daily News, in un editorisl, says that
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18 certain ol burging 75 pounda. 'T'he
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charge, (une third ol she weight,) waill h.m: P UrEal i
velocity as the 63 pound guns, snd its punching powcr
will be 55.000,086 poands, or exactly double that of
the lurgest Koghsh guo.  With 100 pounds ol pow ler,
its veloeity should be raized 2,00 feet and its pucehiog
power wilt be 62,000,000 poun:is It will thuabe by
tar the moet lormidable guo yot constracted.
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